
Welcome to this Whole School SEND webinar!

• Feel free to introduce yourself in the ‘Chat’

• Put any questions for our speakers in the ‘Q&A’

• Slides and a recording will be available tomorrow

• Attendees are automatically muted and have their cameras off

• Please be respectful towards speakers and other attendees

• Message one of the team if you are having any technical issues

The session will begin shortly.

Please complete our opening poll while you wait for the session to begin.
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Whole School SEND Contract Aims

Equip the school workforce to prioritise and understand their responsibilities in relation to 
SEND and to share and embed good practice at individual and setting-level within their 
CPD and school improvement plans, particularly in relation to SEN Support, early 
intervention and effective preparation for adulthood

Equip schools to meet their training needs in relation to SEND to improve provision 
through the delivery of targeted training packages within specific Local Authorities

Build capability within the school workforce to ensure all professionals can contribute to 
excellent SEND provision at every point in their career by providing clear CPD pathways to 
support their development, including in relation to specialist provision



@EducEndowFoundn



@EducEndowFoundn





Scaffolding: 
A metaphor for temporary support that is 
removed when it is no longer required. 
(Special Educational Needs in Mainstream 
Schools: EEF Guidance Report)

KELLY ASHFORD



Prerequisites: 
Effective 
Assessment of 
Pupil Capabilities

Source: The myth of inclusion, TES, 30 
June 2017 

maximisingtas.co.uk/research/research
-blogs-articles.php



Prerequisites: 
Appropriate Task 
Design

Vygotsky

Wood, Bruner and Ross



Prerequisites: 
Clear Modelling

Your 
turn

Our 
turn

My 
turn



Scaffolding

Visual Verbal Written
Working walls: WAGOLL

Writing frames
Writing toolkit
Manipulatives

Prior learning
Mini-goals

Least help first
Wait time

Interactions



Applying the strategies

Respond to need

Consider intensity and time

Be flexible

Remove the scaffold when it is no longer required!

Remember to….



SUPPORTING LEARNERS WITH 

COGNITION & LEARNING 

DIFFICULTIES IN THE 

MAINSTREAM CLASSROOM 



A little bit about me first…



Two considerations:-

 6.23 Slow progress and low attainment do not necessarily mean that a child 

has SEN and should not automatically lead to a pupil being recorded as having 

SEN. ..

 Summer born pupils 90 per cent more likely to be on SEN register



 6.37 High quality teaching, differentiated for individual pupils, is the first 

step in responding to pupils who have or may have SEN. Additional 

intervention and support cannot compensate for a lack of good quality 

teaching. Schools should regularly and carefully review the quality of teaching 

for all pupils, including those at risk of underachievement. This includes 

reviewing and, where necessary, improving teachers’ understanding of 

strategies to identify and [TEACH]support vulnerable pupils and their 

knowledge of the SEN most frequently encountered.”



COLOURED OVERLAYS, PRICKLY 

CUSHIONS AND OTHER SUPPORT 



I’m really concerned that as we strive towards inclusion, 

putting in place strategies, resources, velcroed support 

in order to provide a paper trail of tangible “evidence” 

of what we have in place, we are inadvertently creating 

an OTHERNESS which is a million miles from what we’re 

trying to achieve. Often the focus moves from the 

teaching and learning.  



Rosenshine’s Principles of Instruction

 Hugely popular and now widely recognised amongst teachers seeking to 

engage with cognitive science  

 Align closely to the research underpinning the new inspection framework with 

regard to pedagogy  (Ofsted : January 2019)

 10 simple and clear principles that come from three sources:

 (a)  research in cognitive science (how our brains acquire information;  

 (b)  research on master teachers (high gains on achievement tests);  

 (c) research on cognitive supports  (scaffolds, modelling etc) 



Good teaching for learners with SEND is 

good teaching for all

 1.  Begin a lesson with a short review of previous learning

 2.  Present new material in small steps with student practice after each step

 3.  Ask a large number of questions and check responses of all students

 4.  Provide models

 5.  Guide student practice

 6.  Check for student understanding

 7.  Obtain a high success rate

 8.  Provide scaffolds for difficult tasks

 9.  Require and monitor independent practice

 10.  Engage students in weekly and monthly reviews 



Key phrase in Rosenshine’s paper:-

 “Unless all students have mastered the first set of 

lessons, there is a danger that the slower students 

will fall further behind when the next set of 

lessons is taught”



Ofsted 2010 – ‘A Statement is Not 

Enough’

 “…we also recognise that as many as half of all pupils 

identified for School Action would not be identified as 

having special educational needs if schools focused on 

improving teaching and learning for all, with individual 

goals for improvement…”

 For pupils identified for support at School Action level, 

the additional provision was often making up for poor 

whole-class teaching or pastoral support. Even for pupils 

at School Action Plus level and with statements, the 

provision was often not meeting their needs effectively, 

either because it was not appropriate or not of good 

quality or both. 



WHY I WELCOME THE CURRENT INTEREST IN 

COGNITIVE SCIENCE AND HOW WE LEARN 

 Focussing on the HOW children learn 

 Cognition and Learning category of need

 Working memory limitations

 Cognitive load 

 Repetition, Repetition, Repetition (over-learning) 

 Dual coding

 Retrieval practice

 Spaced learning

 All these have been used by good teachers of SEND for years and 
elements of them referred to in Ed Psych reports

 Very little of this in Initial Teacher Training 



EXTRACTS FROM ED PSYCH REPORTS

“...instructions [should be] 

given in small chunks (visual/written to refer back to)”

“...check that X understands a task and knows what to do…”

“... be aware of length and complexity of instructions: how many steps are required in completing 
the task; provide visual reminders and teach X where to find them…”

“Distraction or inattention might be a response to not understanding; ensure X is clear about the 
task and has the knowledge and skills to complete it…”

“ X… seems to benefit from tasks when what is expected of her is first modelled….then X practises
herself to ensure she understands it….”

“... working memory is below average…. X may benefit from visual aids particularly when 
information is provided verbally...”









Please feel free to contact me

@rlrossi64





What are the 4 broad areas of need as stated 
in the SEND Code of Practice?

Warm Up Quiz 

1.Communication & Interaction

2.Cognition & Learning

3.Social, Emotional and Mental Health difficulties

4.Sensory and/or Physical needs



Flexible Grouping: what culture do you 
want to create?





Challenge



High Aspirations: Low Threat 

Source: Learning Partnership Training Mary Myatt March 2021



Reflect on the pupil feedback. Put your 
responses in the chat.

- What are your current approaches to grouping 
in your classroom?

- What are your thoughts about your approach 
moving forward? 5 Minutes



1. What technology do you have available to you?

2. What technology do your pupils have available to them?

3. Do we know how to use it?



Interactive Whiteboard V Powerpoint

• Match-up activities (image & word/word & definition)

• Gap-fill tasks with word bank below

• Simple Games (Noughts & Crosses)

• Modelling



What you really provide when you utilise Interactive Activities

• Increased engagement – “I really want a turn”

• Non-verbal demonstration of understanding/learning (writing/EAL)

• Movement breaks

• Engaging focus to help develop more concentration

• Multi-sensory approach

• Lived experience



Evidence of Learning using an IPAD

What will learners have produced?

• Verbal (told you, their partner, another adult, speech)

• Visual/Pictorial (photos, video of process, match-up task)

• Physical actions (Performance, movement, object, model…)

• Written using voice dictation



Top Takeaways
Write your Top 3 in the Chat.



Join the Community of Practice:
https://www.sendgateway.org.uk/register



Thank you for 
attending!
• Join our member community: 

https://www.sendgateway.org.uk/register

• Get in touch: info@wholeschoolsend.com

• Sendgateway.org.uk

• Nasen.org.uk

• @wholeschoolSEND

• @nasen_org

https://www.sendgateway.org.uk/register
mailto:info@wholeschoolsend.com
https://www.sendgateway.org.uk/
https://nasen.org.uk/
https://twitter.com/WholeSchoolSEND/
https://twitter.com/nasen_org


Regional 
Contact 
Information

• Michelle Unstead –
RSL.ENELON@wholeschoolsend.com

• Heba Al-Jayoosi –
DRSL3.ENELON@wholeschoolsend.com

• Rebecca Gonyora –
DRSL.ENELON@wholeschoolsend.com

• Contact us on Twitter: WSSEastNELondon

Sign up to receive our monthly e-newsletter! 

Monthly updates on all our events, new resources and 
other useful information:

https://www.sendgateway.org.uk/user →
Communication Preferences

https://www.sendgateway.org.uk/user


Check out all our upcoming webinars!

You can book your FREE place on all upcoming webinars here.

https://www.sendgateway.org.uk/events
https://nasen-prod-asset.s3.eu-west-2.amazonaws.com/s3fs-public/Spring%20Calendar%20V2.pdf


Let us know how this session has informed your 
practice!

Whole School SEND is always looking to improve our CPD offer by evaluating 
how attendees have changed their practice or embedded new strategies. We 
welcome any feedback on the session, either through our post-events survey
or directly via email to info@wholeschoolsend.com.  

If you would like to, we are also very happy for attendees to submit copies of 
any post-event activities so we can see how these have been used in practice

Let us know:

• What worked? What didn’t? What were the challenges in putting ideas from 
this session into practice? What do you need more support with? Do you feel 
more confident after attending this session?

All responses and submissions will be kept confidential.

mailto:info@wholeschoolsend.com


Find your region

• The WSS Regions are based on the boundaries used by the 
Regional Schools Commissioner areas.

• You can find out which region your local authority comes under 
here:

https://www.sendgateway.org.uk/whole-school-send-regional-
send-leads

https://www.sendgateway.org.uk/whole-school-send-regional-send-leads


Recordings

• You can find recordings of our past webinars with the 
accompanying materials on the SEND gateway:

https://www.sendgateway.org.uk/page/wss-past-events

• You can also subscribe to our YouTube channel to keep updated:

www.youtube.com/c/WholeSchoolSEND

https://www.sendgateway.org.uk/page/wss-past-events
http://www.youtube.com/c/WholeSchoolSEND


Please get in touch if you are struggling 
to locate any of our resources.

info@wholeschoolsend.com

mailto:info@wholeschoolsend.com



