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DRIVING EQUITABLE EDUCATION WORLDWIDE: 
NASEN LEADS GLOBAL INCLUSION DEBATE AT EXPO 2020 DUBAI  

 
Leading not-for-profit organisation, nasen International – the global arm of nasen – is leading a 
virtual “In the Future… How Will We Learn?” Summit at the Expo 2020 Dubai on Friday 10th 
December 2021 (11.30-12.30 UK-GMT: 15.30-16.30 UAE-GST), to galvanise worldwide change for 
children and young people with special educational needs and disabilities. 
 
The Summit forms part of nasen International’s work providing trusted counsel and support for the 
international community. Through thought leadership, partnership working and supporting schools, 
nasen international works side-by-side with those leading and working in educational worldwide to 
sustainably transform outcomes for children and young people.  
 
nasen CEO, Annamarie Hassall MBE, will chair the Meeting the Needs of Every Child Summit 
discussion during Education Week. Annamarie will be joined by Summit panellists including: 

• Nehad Alhemeiri, United Arab Emirates Ministry of Community Development providing the 
virtual keynote address  

• Danielle Brown MBE, two-time Paralympic gold medallist in archery, children’s author and 
patron of nasen 

• Marcus Wilton, inspirational youth speaker and winner of the nasen Young Person of the 
Year Award in 2020  

• Fatima Aljasim, UAE Youth Representative 

• Professor Eman Gaad, Academic, Researcher & Consultant at The British University in Dubai, 
and renowned scholar of Special and Inclusive Education. 

 
The Meeting the Needs of Every Child Summit will focus on why governments should invest in 
inclusion and how they can put it into practice. Teachers and educators from the UK and 
international community will join the virtual discussion for free to hear panellists delve into the 
principals and features of an education workforce that can deliver the ambition and vision for 
inclusion as well as how governments can grow the competence and confidence of inclusive 
educators. 
 
nasen CEO, Annamarie Hassall, MBE, said: “We do not yet live in a world where education is inclusive 
and accessible to all children and young people. The Expo 2020 Dubai is an unprecedented 
opportunity to bring ways that governments and leaders across the globe can commit to inclusion 
and equity in education to the fore. By leading this Summit on the journey towards inclusion, and 
introducing our work to global leaders, we will raise awareness about special educational needs and 
disabilities, challenging misconceptions and low aspirations at every level. 
 
“We are thrilled to represent the UK special educational support offer to schools and educators 
globally. Our aim to galvanise them to improve their provision through high quality, accessible 
teaching so that we can inspire lasting change for children and young people, whatever their needs 
and wherever they are based.” 
 
Danielle Brown MBE, Double Paralympic gold medallist, inclusion champion and nasen patron, said: 
“Inclusion is a global matter and it’s important that it’s championed on an international stage, 
because we can achieve so much more when we collaborate, co-create and share best practices.  



 

“I am very proud to be a patron of nasen and to be involved in their work to level up education for 
children and young people with special educational needs and disabilities. Such support makes a 
huge difference to children and young people, not just on their educational experiences, but also 
directly impacting their future life chances. For me personally, changing the way we see additional 
needs and disabilities, and focusing on what a person can do rather than what they can’t, is a good 
starting point to changing mindsets and garnering stronger commitment to inclusion”. 
 
Kamal Bodhanker, Head of International Development at nasen, added: “The ongoing pandemic has 
impacted the full spectrum of society significantly. Those who were already most vulnerable have no 
doubt been the hardest hit – among them are children and young people with special educational 
needs and disabilities. 
 
“Inclusion for all matters and this is why we are honoured to chair a Summit on Meeting the Needs of 
Every Child. It is inspiring to see inclusion featuring as a priority area of discussion as part of this 
global  Expo platform and we would like to thank our panellists and collaborators for taking part in 
this engaging, dynamic and diverse panel discussion. Together, we can spark positive, inclusive 
change for all children and young people, in every country and continent of the world.” 
 
nasen International supports projects from policy level through to practitioner development, 
ensuring a sustainable impact in the sector through three key pillars: 

1. Thought leadership – working collaboratively with governments to review existing policies 
and co-develop strategies to enable a comprehensive inclusion policy 

2. Industry leadership – working in partnership with industry leaders (including sponsors and 
funders) to lead and collaborate with professionals on large-scale educational development 
projects, providing expertise on inclusion internationally and representing the UK’s special 
educational support offer 

3. International Schools – providing universal and bespoke training opportunities for teachers 
and leaders in international and national schools worldwide.  

 
nasen International is the global arm of nasen – a not-for-profit membership organisation based in 
the UK that exists to support and champion those working with, and for, children and young people 
with additional educational needs and learning differences. nasen works in partnership with over 
45,000 members in the UK and worldwide. 
 
nasen International’s involvement at Expo 2020 Dubai is supported by the UK government’s 
Department for International Trade, with whom the charity is a strategic partner.  
 
The Meeting the Needs of Every Child Summit is being hosted for free on Friday 10th December 
(12.00-13.00 GMT: 16.00-17.00 UAE) at: 
https://eu.eventscloud.com/ereg/newreg.php?eventid=200233123&laneu.guage=eng 1 
 
For further information on nasen International, visit www.nasen.org.uk/international or email 
international@nasen.org.uk. A new brochure on Driving inclusive and equitable education worldwide 
has been published as part of nasen’s landmark 30-year celebrations. 

-Ends- 

 
1 Please use this link to register for access to the nasen-led panel Meeting the Needs of Every Child, taking place virtually on 
Friday 10th December 11:30 – 12:30 (UK – GMT) / 15:30 – 16:30 (UAE – GST). Please be aware this link provides 
registration and access for the entire ‘How will we Learn?’ virtual Summit programme (9th – 11th December). 
 
The nasen Meeting the Needs of Every Child Summit discussion is Session 1 on Summit Day 2. Please complete the form to 
receive a confirmation booking link. This will be sent from registration@ukatexpo.co.uk and any questions about access 
can be sent to registration@ukatexpo.co.uk  

https://eu.eventscloud.com/ereg/newreg.php?eventid=200233123&laneu.guage=eng
http://www.nasen.org.uk/international
mailto:international@nasen.org.uk
mailto:registration@ukatexpo.co.uk
mailto:registration@ukatexpo.co.uk


 

 
For more information or to access nasen International spokespeople, please contact Lisa Church on 07467 
945661 / lchurch@consiliumcommunications.co.uk or Laura Smith on 07467 945848 / 
lsmith@consiliumcommunications.co.uk 

 
Notes to Editors 
 
About Expo 2020 Dubai  

• The World Expo is the oldest and largest global gathering in the world, and last took place in Milan in 
2015 

• Around 190 countries are expected to participate this year, attracting a projected number of 25 
million international visits 

• The UK is participating in the Expo 2020 Dubai, taking place from 1st October 2021 to 31st March 2022 

• The UK’s participation theme is ‘Innovating for a Shared Future’ and will encompass a self-build 
country Pavilion and a global programme of content and activity that can be experienced in-person or 
online 

• Taking place at the UK Pavilion and online, ‘How will we Learn?’ will run from Sunday 5th December to 
Saturday 11th December. Industry leaders, academics and practitioners will investigate how the 
education sector is developing the tools and approaches to deliver future focused, high quality, 
lifelong learning for everyone 

• The UK Pavilion official opened on 1st October to celebrate the best in UK innovation and reveal an 
awe-inspiring glimpse into the future. Through the theme of ‘Innovating for a Shared Future’, UK 
Pavilion visitors are invited to be part of the UK’s bold futuristic vision 

• Follow UK at Expo 2020 Dubai on Twitter @UKPavilion2020, Instagram @ukpavilion2020, LinkedIn - 
@uk-at-expo-2020-dubai and Facebook - @UKatExpo2020Dubai 

• Follow Expo 2020 Dubai on Twitter @expo2020dubai and LinkedIn @expo2020dubaiofficial 

• Further information can be found online at: www.great.gov.uk/expo2020 #UKPavilion2020  
#Expo2020  
 

About nasen International 
● nasen International is the global arm of nasen, providing trusted counsel and support for the 

international community, and driving equitable education worldwide 
● A not-for-profit organisation, it works side-by-side with those leading and working in education 

internationally to sustainably transform outcomes for the children and young people they serve – via 
thought leadership, industry leadership, and international schools 

● By supporting government commitments to inclusion and equity in education, nasen International 
raises awareness about additional educational needs and learning differences, and challenges 
misconceptions at every level 

● Representing the UK special educational support offer, their work also strengthens resources for 
international education stakeholders, and captures the interest of influencers for societal and 
educational change 

● In tailoring support to new and individual areas across the globe, the organisation collaborates to 
remove barriers to inclusion, instil effective special educational practices, and build confident 
workforces – with training delivered in 30 countries, and counting 

● nasen International’s work will not end until we live in a world where learning is meaningful and 
accessible for every child and young person 

● For further information, visit: www.nasen.org.uk/international #Wewilllearn  

● The nasen International team can be contacted on email at: international@nasen.org.uk  
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