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nasen to support The LEGO Foundation’s  

Play For All Accelerator Programme 

nasen – the National Association for Special Educational Needs (SEN) – the leading charity that 

exists to support and champion those working with, and for, children and young people have 

announced a new partnership with The LEGO Foundation, helping to deliver the new $20million 

Play For All Accelerator grant fund.  

Launched by the LEGO Foundation to mark Autism Acceptance month, the Play For All 

Accelerator Fund has been designed to celebrate the strengths of neurodivergent children 

and help ensure all children have the right to play, learn and thrive. It offers a fixed term 

mentorship programme that provides expertise and equity free funding for social 

enterprises, social ventures and organisations wishing to support neurodivergent children 

with play-based learning.  

“When neurodivergent children are understood, valued, and empowered, everyone benefits 

from their important, and often extraordinary contributions,” remarks Dr. Maureen Dunne, 

Senior Advisor to the LEGO Foundation and SEND Expert for the Play For All Accelerator. 

The partnership will see nasen play a key role in the creation, delivery and review of key 

programme elements. The specialist knowledge and expertise drawn from nasen will support 

the success of the programme as a whole. 

Amrit Singh, Chief Operating officer at nasen said: “nasen are proud to be supporting The 

LEGO Foundation in the Play For All Accelerator programme. We’re committed to ensuring 

that all organisations awarded with a grant receive training around inclusion alongside 

mentoring and ongoing support from leading inclusion experts.  

“As an organisation which values true co-production, our specially designed programme 

places lived experience front and centre. This collaborative approach to design and delivery 

will extend deep into the programme in the form of ongoing mentoring and support in 

ensuring the products, services and experiences make a positive difference to all children 

and their families.  

“This programme comes at a critical time for the international community and the approach 

taken by The LEGO Foundation is refreshing in its inclusivity. nasen aspires for a world 

where education is inclusive for all and being inclusive in the design of products created 

with, not for, the neurodivergent community is a proud moment for us all.” 

nasen Education officer, Dr Jamie Galpin (CPsychol, AFBPsS), will lead on nasen’s delivery. 

Jamie leads the organisation’s Continuing Professional Development and Learning 



programme. He has been working with children and young people with SEN in home, school 

and clinical settings for the past 18 years.  

 

For further information on the LEGO Foundations Play for All Accelerator fund, please go to 

Play For All (learningthroughplay.com) 

-ENDS- 

Further Information 

For further information, or to interview Amrit Singh, please contact Maria Carney: mariacarney@nasen.org.uk 

or 07855375065 

Notes to Editors  

About nasen  

• nasen – the National Association for Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND) – is the leading 

membership charity that exists to champion, connect and support those working with and for children 

and young people with SEND and learning differences  

• A fully inclusive and equitable education must be the aspiration for all children and young people. We 

exist to champion, connect and support all those involved in the education community - from the 

early years to schools, post-16, specialist schools and wider settings - to make this a reality  

• Our free membership network, leading campaigns, trusted experience and training are empowering a 

generation of knowledgeable and effective leaders and practitioners who are transforming outcomes 

for the learners they serve day in, day out. We will not rest until we live in a world where learning is 

meaningful and accessible for every child and young person  

• As we mark nasen’s 30th anniversary, we work in partnership with over 58,000 education practitioners 

across more than 11,000 schools and settings and are deeply committed to ensuring that our 

expertise in SEND is available to every school and setting in the UK. 

• nasen’s work spans the delivery of international programmes of support through to direct, ‘on the 

ground’ engagement with schools and settings in the UK through the DfE-funded, Whole School SEND 

consortium and wider project and programmes  

• For further information, visit www.nasen.org.uk  

• Follow nasen on Twitter @nasen_org, Facebook @nasen.org or LinkedIn @the-national-association-

for-special-educational-needs-nasen  

 

About The LEGO Foundation 

The LEGO Foundation shares the mission of the LEGO Group: to inspire and develop the builders of tomorrow. 

The Foundation, which owns 25% of the LEGO Group, is dedicated to building a future in which learning 

through play empowers children to become creative, engaged, lifelong learners. It is through the ownership 

model, that a portion of profits go to funding research projects, activities and partnerships. In 2021 for 

example, the LEGO Foundation provided grants of DKK 2.8 billion (USD 443.9 million) to initiatives which help 

children reach their full potential through play. The LEGO Foundation works in collaboration with thought 

leaders, influencers, educators and parents aiming to re-define play, re-imagine learning and equip, inspire and 

activate champions for play.  

www.learningthroughplay.com 

 

About the Play For All Accelerator Fund 

The Play For All Accelerator will provide up to USD$20million of funding to 25 social ventures, organisations 

and/or social enterprises from around the world. The inaugural programme runs until February 2023 and will 

see participants progress through a three-phased selection process, with funding, mentorship and learning 
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through play expertise provided at each stage. To progress to stage 2, organisations will be required to pitch to 

a panel, including the LEGO Foundation, Venture Capital Experts and paid neurodivergent advisors and 

children. 12 successful candidates will progress to the final application stage where ideas will be tested, and 

plans finalised. Depending on results, a maximum of five organisations will become long term partners of the 

LEGO Foundation; receiving investment to scale their ideas and innovation to benefit more neurodivergent 

children around the world. 

https://learningthroughplay.com/play-for-all  

 

About Dr Maureen Dunne 

Neurodiversity Consultant, trainer, and workshop facilitator for neurodiversity, innovation, and 

entrepreneurship topics. Co-Founder, Autism Angels Group, a mission driven organisation that aims to bring 

together capital and talent to drive economic opportunities and technology-driven solutions to create a 

positive social impact for the autism community. President and CEO, Autism Community Ventures, a public 

benefit corporation with a network of global partners and a mission to promote social, financial, and economic 

inclusion for neurodivergent people. Dr. Dunne completed her doctorate at the University of Oxford as a 

Rhodes Scholar. 

https://learningthroughplay.com/play-for-all

